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Regulations A.W.S.R. Hipac St. 
Joris – 2022 
Of the members 

Article (Art.) 1 

Everyone who wishes to become a member of the Algemene 
Wageningse Studenten Ruitervereniging (A.W.S.R.) Hipac St. Joris and is allowed to be a member as 
written in the by-laws, must give a written notice to the secretary. 

 

Art. 2 

For the riding lessons and/or activities, all members have to oblige with the rules of the stables in 
question. Next to this, the level of riding of the potential member should be judged as sufficient by 
the lesson instructor for relevant activities. 

 

Art. 3 

Memberships can have the following duration: 

 A full membership is for a whole academic year (1st of September until the 31st of August). 

 Members can also choose to be a member for half a year: from 1st of September till the 1st of 
February or from the 1st of February until 31st of August. 

 Every potential member can have a trial lesson for the reduced Hipac-lesson price. After this 
lesson, they must become a member before they can join more lessons. 

 

Art. 4 

Two types of membership can be chosen: 

 An active membership, for this the members need to have sports rights at Sports Centre de 
Bongerd. These members get a reduction on the costs of our lessons. 

 A supporter membership, for those who are not in the possession of sport rights or who do not 
to want an active membership. Therefore, supporter members will not get a reduction on the 
costs of our lessons. 

All members (active and supporter) can join the lessons and other activities (if the level of riding is 
sufficient as mentioned in art. 2 for relevant activities). The table below indicates which people can 
become an active and/or supporter member with A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris. 

Table 1. Study phase and whether these people can become an active and/or a supporter member with A.W.S.R. Hipac St. 
Joris. “X” means that the person can become a member, and “-” means that the person cannot become a member. People 
who just graduated, can become an active member only in their first year after graduation (and only when they buy sports 
rights). 

Study phase Active Supporter 

Bachelor WUR X X 

Master WUR X X 

PhD student WUR X X 

PhD employee WUR - X 

Employee WUR - - 

Alumni* (1st year) X* 
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Alumni of SO free year - X** 

Student at not WUR X X 

*Alumni may remain a member with Hipac St. Joris for 6 years after graduating, as is stated in the regulations 
of SWU Thymos. Only the first year after graduating, an alumni can be an active member, after this year the 
alumni can only be a supporter member. 
**Alumni from a year without SOs. They can become a supporter member for free for half a year if they only 
want to join SOs for the coming half year. (They will only be receiving priority for one start.) If the member 
intends to participate in any other activity, the member should acquire a regular membership. 

 

Art. 5* 

Removal of a member can take place: 

 Upon the unanimous decision by the board, due to one of the following reasons: 
i. due to non-payment (according to Art. 4). 
ii. for discrediting or severely affecting the functioning of the association. 

iii. after at least two instances of inappropriate behavior. The first instance will be 

issued an official warning unless deemed severe enough to warrant a 
suspension. The warning itself does not warrant a suspension. 

 By the General Members Meeting (GMM), on suggestion of the board or on suggestion of ten 
members who are entitled to vote (Art. 31). 

 This decision can only take place on the GMM called for this occasion and only with a 
majority of 2/3 of the legitimate votes. The people whom the removal concerns cannot vote 
regarding the removal. 

By removal of a member the rights of said member are made invalid from the day that the decision 
of removal is made, the obligations of the member remain the same for the remainder of the 
academic year (Art. 3). A removed member cannot become a member of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris for 
three years excluding the year the member has been removed. If at least one of the members objects 
to the removal, the removal has to be decided upon in a GMM (Art. 31). The deadline for objections 
is five days after the announcement of the removal. A GMM has to take place 28 days after the 
deadline for objections has ended (Art. 33). A member is suspended awaiting the decision on their 
removal of the association. The maximum duration of this suspension is42 days. 

 

Art. 6* 

Suspension of a member can take place: 

 Upon the unanimous decision by the board unanimously, due to one of the following 

reasons: 

o due to non-payment (according to Art. 4). 
o for discrediting or severely affecting the functioning of the association. 
o after at least two instances of inappropriate behavior. The first instance will be 

issued an official warning unless deemed severe enough to warrant a 
suspension. The warning itself does not warrant a suspension. 

 By the GMM on suggestion of the board or on suggestion of ten members who are entitled 

to vote. Based on the issues above or any issue raised by the GMM. This decision can only 

take place on the GMM called for this occasion and only with a majority of 2/3 of the 

legitimate votes. The people whom the suspension concerns cannot vote regarding the 

suspension. 

A suspension is the exclusion of a member from all activities within the association for a given 

duration. A suspension can have a duration of 1 to 30 days. The suspension comes into effect at least 

five days after it was announced. Within the suspension period, a GMM has to take place, where it is 
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decided upon the suspension. Only members who are awaiting a decision on removal from the 

association can be suspended immediately. If at least one of the members objects to a suspension 

before the starting date, the suspension has to be decided upon in a GMM (Art. 31). The deadline for 

objections is five days after the announcement of the suspension. A GMM has to take place 28 days 

after the deadline for objections has ended (Art. 33). In case of an objection, the suspension is on hold 

until the GMM. 

 

Art. 7 
An official warning is a written warning issued by the board to a member for one or more reasons. 
Official warnings can be given 

 For discrediting or severely affecting the functioning of theassociation. 
 At an instances of inappropriate behaviour. The first instance will be issued a formal warning 

unless deemed severe enough to warrant a suspension. 
 

An official warning does not have any influence on the rights and obligations of the warned member. An 
official warning is valid for 6 months, unless another warning has been given before. A warning after the 
first official warning is valid for 12 months. An official warning needs to be issued and announced within 
2 weeks of the occurrence of the incident which led to the issuing of the warning. Before an official 
warning can be issued, the member concerned needs to have received a verbal or written notice that 
they need to change their behavior and had the chance to do so. This notice should be given as soon as 
possible after the incident occurred, within maximum period of a week. When issuing an official 
warning, the issue that led to the warning need to be appointed specifically, preferably with an 
example(s). After the issuing of an official warning, an objection can be made either by the warned 
member or by any other member. If at least one member objects to the official warning, the validity of 
the warning has to be decided upon in a GMM (Art. 31) by majority. The deadline for objections is five 
days after the announcement of the official warning. If there are any objections, a GMM has to take 
place 28 days after the deadline for objections has ended (Art. 33). In case of an objection, the formal 
warning is on hold until the GMM.  

 
 

Of the board and committees 

Art. 8 

The board change takes place during the GMM held in January and/or June, unless a board member 
must resign earlier due to unexpected circumstances. 

 

Art. 9 

Resigned board members are immediately eligible for re-election. 

 

Art. 10 

Intermediate changes will be dealt with at the first GMM to be held. 

 

Art. 11 

Resigning board members remain in their function until their successors are installed as board 
members. They are obliged to inform their successors to the best of their knowledge. 
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Art. 12 

The board needs to take knowledge of the by-laws and the regulations of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. 
Joris and the Koninklijke Nederlandse Hippische Sportfederatie-Vereniging Nederlandse 
Studentenruiters (KNHS-VNS; Royal Dutch Equestrian Federation - Dutch Student Riders 
Association). 

 

Art. 13 

The chair is generally in charge, keeps order at the GMM, opens and closes discussions and 
represents A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris within the association and to the outside. 

 

Art. 14 

The secretary takes care of the correspondence, maintains and stores the archive, sends summons 
for meetings and draws up and maintains the members registration.T hey need to inform the other 
board members as soon as possible about all the relevant incoming pieces. At the end of the 
association year or in the case of accelerated resignation, they give an account of the previous 
association year during the GMM in which the resignation takes place. The secretary is responsible 
for the announcement of the GMM and the subjects that will be on the agenda during this GMM to 
all members, at least 7 days before the GMM takes place. The secretary has the responsibility to 
draw up the minutes. These should be included in the email announcing the  next GMM. 

 

Art. 15 

The treasurer supervises the money, collects the money that is entitled to A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris, 
and makes payments up to a sum of€25,00 independently. The lesson declaration can be paid each month 
without permission of the rest of the board. For other payments exceeding this amount, they need 
the permission of the board. They are personally responsible for the money that is entrusted into 
their care, unless circumstances beyond their control are proven. The treasurer installed at the 
beginning of a calendar year should submit a budget during the GMM, at which their installation 
takes place. At the end of the calendar year the GMM will discharge the treasurer. If a change of 
treasurers is taking place during the calendar year, the newly installed treasurer takes over the 
budget made by the former treasurer and approved by the GMM at the beginning of the calendar 
year. 

 

Art. 16 

The vice chair, if assigned, will take the place of the chair, secretary, or treasurer when they  are not 
able to be present. (For instance, due to family circumstances, sickness, etc.). 

 

Art. 17 

A board member or committee member can be discharged from their function by the GMM by 
majority. Discharge can take place when there are reports of far-reaching neglect in their function, 
when the person is harming the association or in case of gross offence of the definitions in the non- 
disclosure agreement, in the by-laws or in these regulations. 

 

Art. 18 

A board member or committee member is not allowed to receive a financial compensation from the 
association account for their board or committee activities. 
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Art. 19 

New board members should be introduced to all members by a written notice at least 7 days before 
said new board member is installed. 

 

Art. 20 

Alternative candidates should be submitted in writing to the board at least 24 hours before the 
GMM. The majority of the members on the GMM should give permission for the board change. 

 

The money 

Art. 21 

The membership fees are: 
 

 Price Active Price Supporter  

1 year €25 €15 

½ year €18 €8 

½ year, alumni SO free year, SO starts only  n/a Free  

 

*As stated in article 4, members who graduated during a year without SOs, will be offered a ½ year 
supporter membership to participate in at least one more SO. If the member intends to participate in 
any other activity, the member should acquire a regular membership. 

 

Art. 22 

The board can prevent members, who did not meet their financial obligations, to ride as part of the 
association until all their due costs have been paid. The debtor is obliged to pay any costs made for 
the collection of their debts. 

 

The riding lessons 

Art. 23 

The members of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris ride at the stables according to the agreements that have 
been agreed upon for the association by the board of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris, SWU Thymos and the 
stable in question. 

 

Art. 24 

The following are the rules around the subscriptions to the lessons: 
1. One subscription per week per person: 

a. EITHER for a lesson OR on the waiting list for a lesson 
b. When you do not stick to this rule, you will be warned, if you are still subscribed to two or 

more lessons by the registration deadline your subscriptions will be cancelled, unless 
spots are left after the subscription closes and your subscription is approved by stables. 

c. The deadline for lesson subscription and waiting list (in normal situations, otherwise it is 
specified in an email) is the Saturday 20.00h before the lessons. 

2. When you want to reserve a spot for the next lesson, please state it in the comments of the 
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lesson. The lesson reservation will be split into dressage lessons and jumping lessons, therefore 
you would reserve a spot for the next dressage or jumping lesson: 
 

a. When on the waiting list of a dressage lesson, you can reserve a spot for the next 
dressage lesson on the same time and day of the week. 

b. When on the waiting list of a jumping lesson, you can reserve a spot for the next 
jumping lesson for the same level as that you were on the waiting list for. The 
requirements listed under article 2 must be met. 

3. If you are on the waiting list of a lesson and you have reserved a spot for the lesson the next 
week, and a place becomes available (at the latest 24 hours before the lesson) in the lesson you 
are on the waiting list for, but you are not able to join the lesson, your reservation for the lesson 
next week becomes invalid. 

a. The waiting list spot can be cancelled in a similar way as to the lesson spot. If the waiting 
spot is cancelled, the possible reservation for the next lesson is also cancelled. 

 

Art. 25 

Cancellation of riding lessons by the board should be done by notifying the stables and has to take 
place at least 24 hours before the lesson. When this is not done the lesson fee is owed to the stable. 
If a member wants to cancel their riding lesson or vacate their spot on the waiting list, they  have to 
notify the commissioner of riding at least 24 hours before the lesson. Else, in case of a riding lesson, 
the member has to pay their lesson fee in full, if there is not another member to take their spot in 
the riding lesson. 

 

Art. 26 

The reduction of costs that active members have on the lessons of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris at the 

stable in question, can also be used by the members on the lessons outside of our regular lesson 

hours, up until 18 members a week, including 12 spots for lessons taken during the regular Hipac 

lessons, in accordance with article 3. This means 6 spots outside Hipac lessons will be available for 

members that do not have a regular spot in the lesson at Stal Eikelboom. 

All members are allowed to ride more than one lesson per week, however only one type of lesson 

during our regular lesson hours. The “extra” lesson(s) by a member will be for the full price asked by the 

stables, so no reduction of costs for active members. 

 

The SO’s 
As to give all members a fair chance to participate in an SO, the order of subscriptions for SOs will 

always be managed by the board of Hipac and the contact person SOs. Any subscription lists and 

subscription protocols will be approved by the board with a majority. If there is a dispute the board 

would vote, if a member of the board is involved in the dispute they should not vote. If there is a tie 

another proposal should be considered. 

 

Art. 27: Order of subscription 

It is important, for clarity, that a clear order is defined. The order is defined and shared with 

attendees per subscription block. Subscription blocks will be defined in section B. The order is given 

below: 

1. One spot can be reserved for someone who is able to help and guide people joining an SO for the 

first time, through the process and with understanding their horses. For this someone is, if 
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available, chosen to whom the following applies: 

 At least 3 SOs experience. 

 Enough horse-riding experience to help guide others with their horse. 

 

 Approved by majority to perform said task by the board, after being proposed as a candidate 

by the contact person SOs or the board. 

 It is preferred this member subscribes for a class for which fewer places are required by 

Hipac. 

 If possible, this person will alternate. 

This person should be assigned under the following conditions: 

 For every two members joining their first SOin the Ba and Bb, there isn’t at least one person 

from a higher level with at least 3 SOs experience available to help. (e.g. 2 new people 

require 1 or more experienced people from a higher level. 3 new people require 2 or more 

experienced people. The higher level is relevant to avoid simultaneous starts and to help the 

person). 

For every two members joining their first SO in the La, Lb or Mor Bor L jumping, there isn’t at 

least one person from a different level with at least 3 SOs experience available to help. 

(e.g., 2 new people require 1 or more experienced people from a higher level. 3 new people 

require 2 or more experienced people. The different level is relevant to avoid simultaneous 

starts and to help the person). 

2. Members who haven’t joined SO before. Within this, people who have tried to join an SO 

previously but failed, go first. The order is determined by the number of attempts. After that, 

members are subscribed in the order subscriptions were received. 

3. Members who subscribed for the previous SO, but couldn’t start at this SO, meaning: 

 If a member who couldn’t start at this SO, decides to not subscribe for the next SO, the 

advantage is lost. 

 The member attempted to join the previous SO before the close of subscriptions (only for the 

discipline the member attempted to join). A member with more consecutive attempts gets a 

higher priority than one with fewer attempts. If a member unsubscribes from the competition 

due to not having the possibility to start the SO (e.g., because of their position on the waiting 

list) after the preliminary starting list is sent, they will still get priority at the next SO. 

 In case you can't meet a weight limit. However, a member should in this case still indicate 

their desire to start at an SO through an email to the board of Hipac but indicate the weight 

limit is the problem. Additionally, they should join the SO where they can’t ride as a 

supporter. 

 In case a level ofa member isn’tavailable. However, a member should in this case still 

indicate their desire to start at an SO through an email to the board of Hipac, but indicate 

their level isn't held. Additionally, they should join the SO where they can’tride asa 

supporter. 

 For all members who subscribed and to whom the points above apply: members are 

subscribed in the order their subscriptions were received. 

4. All other members who are currently a student are subscribed in the order their subscriptions 

were received. 

5. Alumni who are still a member of Hipac St. Joris are subscribed in the order their 

subscriptions were received.* 

6. In case of a double start, the member will be asked to prioritize one start. The prioritized start 

will be processed as stated above. The non-prioritized start will be added at the bottom of the 
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list. (Please note that the VNS currently places all double starts at the bottom of the starting list). 

* = Alumni who graduated during a year without SOs will be treated as regular student members 

until they completed one start. 

 

 

Art. 28: Subscription protocol 
 

Furthermore, in order to give everybody a chance to subscribe for an SO, the following is suggested 

to develop a subscription protocol: 

1. Subscriptions will be opened at least 36 hours or more after the invitation was sent to the 

members. 

2. The date and time subscriptions will open will be mentioned in the email with the invitation. 

3. Unless mentioned otherwise, subscriptions will be processed in blocks according to the specified 

order specified below: 

 4 days after subscriptions are opened (Block 1) 

 11 days after subscriptions are opened (Block 2) 

 At the closing of subscriptions (Block 3) 

It should be noted that new subscriptions after processing of a previous block will automatically 

come after the already processed subscriptions, no matter the previously mentioned order. 

Therefore, the order of subscriptions as described in Art. 27 will be assigned per subscription block.  
4. Once a member unsubscribes, their place in the order of subscriptions will be lost and given to the 

next in line.  
The subscription protocol is a text consisting of:  

 Starting time and date of subscriptions  

 Date subscriptions will be sent  
The subscription protocol will be, by majority, approved by the board of Hipac and can 
consequently deviate from the suggestions. The protocol and rules will be communicated with the 
members in the invitation for an SO. Deviations from point 1 of Art. 28 should be unanimously 
approved by the board. The board is within its right to approve any deviations it deems necessary 
for oneone-timee.  
Structural changes should be, as with any regulations, approved by the GMM. The order of 
subscription will be shared at the moment they are sent to the organisation of an SO.  
 

Art. 29: Manner and validity of subscribing 
  
In order to facilitate all things mentioned in Art. 27 and 28, one should always, when intending to 
participate in an SO as a Hipac member, submit subscriptions to the relevant places mentioned in the 
invite spread by the SO contact person/Hipac board. A subscription consists of two parts:  

 Signing up in Sportmember  
 An online form to acquire all needed information  

The time is Sportmember is leading in determining the time a subscription was received. The form needs 
to be sent within 24 hours after subscribing in Sportmember.  
Consequently, the SO contact person and Hipac board have the right to withdraw individual 
subscriptions, when these were submitted individually (straight to the association of the SOs) instead 
of being submitted by Hipac after receiving the subscription from the member. Also, invalid 
subscriptions can be withdrawn.  

 

Art. 30: Age limit  
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Any member attending their first SO should be younger than 30 years old at the start of the current 
academic year, in accordance with VNS regulations.  

  

The meetings  
 

Art. 31  
 

The GMM is accessible for all members. A GMM has to be announced at the latest 28 days in advance. 
The agenda has to be announced 14 days in advance at the latest, together with corresponding 
documents. The agenda and the corresponding documents can be updated until 7 days in advance of 
the GMM. Subjects for the GMM can be proposed by the board and the members until 14 days in 
advance. Proposals by the members can be sent in until 10 days before the GMM. Every decision 
reached at the GMM is obligatory for all members.  

 

Art. 32  
 

The annual secretarial and fiscal report should be signed by the chair and the responsible board 
member after they have been approved by the GMM. The signed original should be retained as at 
the time of signing.  

  

Art. 33  
 

A GMM should be announced to all members at least 28 days in advance by a summon, this is not 
valid for exceptions as listed in the by-laws.  

  

The elections  
 

Art. 34  
 

To determine the outcome of an election or the acceptance of a proposal, the majority of legitimate 
votes is used. The majority of legitimate votes is defined as ½ of the total amount of legitimate votes, 
plus 1 in case of an even number of votes. In case of an uneven number of votes, the total majority of 
the total amount of legitimate votes decides. This rule is not valid for exceptions as listed in art. 5, 6 and 
39.  

  

Art. 35  
 

All members are eligible for election.  
  

Art. 36  
 

When voting directly regards the board, the current board should withhold from voting.  
  

Art. 37  
 

When there are multiple candidates who applied for the same position, the person who receives the 
highest number of legitimate votes is elected.  
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Art. 38  
 

A proposal is carried by vote when it has the majority of legitimate votes; which is defined as ½ of the 
total amount of legitimate votes plus 1 in case of an even number of votes. In case of an uneven number 
of votes, the total majority of the total amount of legitimate votes decides.  

 

Final articles  
 

Art. 39  
 

To increase the membership fee stated in the regulations art. 20 the explicit approval of the board of  
A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris and the majority of the votes of the members attending the GMM is needed.  

 
 

Art. 40  
Any possible possessions are/will become property of A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris, if they are obtained 
with money from A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris or if they are donated to A.W.S.R. Hipac St. Joris.  

  

Art. 41  
 

Changes in the regulations can only be made after a proposition of the change was mentioned on the 
agenda of the GMM. To change the regulations, this proposition has to be accepted during said GMM, 
with a majority of at least 2/3 of the legitimate votes.  

  

Art. 42  
 

When there is a difference of opinion regarding the interpretation of the by-laws or these 
regulations, a decision has to be made during the GMM.  
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